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fbC (BOlO (EaShet containing the 
Address presented by the Corporation 
of the City of London to HIS IMPERIAL 
MAJESTY THE GERMAN EMPEROR, 
at the Guildhall, July loth, 189 1. 

The Casket is richly ornamented with 
enamels and precious stones, and its design 
embodies many interesting features indicative 
of the cordial relations existing between the 
German Empire and this Country. 

It was designed and manufactured for the 
Corporation by Mappin Brothers, of 66, 
Cheapside, Lbndon. 
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proatamme of flDuatc 

To BB Pbrpormbd in thb library 

©y the ^and of the Grenadier Guards 

(By permission of Colonel Trottbr), 
CONDUCTOR-LIEUT. DAN GODFREY. 



I.March ... ** Hohenzollem" ... Saro 

2. Overture... "Raymond" ... Thomas 

3. Selection of Songs Schumann 

4. Ballet Music "Rosamunde" ... Schubert 

5. Air "Tannhauser" ... Wagner 

{6. Tarantelle (No. 2) Stephen Heller 

7. Valse "Caprice" Wieniauski 

8. Selection " Lohengrin " ... Wagner 

9, Incidental Music to King Henry VIII. Sullivan 

10. Idyll " £in Blumchen der £insamkeit " Emit Bach 

11. March ... " Deutscf.e Flotten " ... Wohlbier 



^ 



prooramme of nDuaic 

To BB Pkrpormbd in the guildhall 

^3y the '3 and of the Royal (Artillery. 

CONDUCTOR-CAVALI^RE L. ZAVERTAL. 

I *'Eih Hoch clem Kaiser" ... 

Zum 10**" Juli. 

Deutsche Mtlrsche. 

2. Overture ... "Oberon" Weber 

3. Selection ... "Lohengrin" Wa^iter 

4. .., " Der Trompeter von Sackingen " Nestler 

5. Dance ** Hungarian" Brahms 

6. Selection ..."Tannhauser" Warner 

7. Tarantelle ... ... Raff 

8. March ... Lachner 




tToaete. 



1. Jhe ^een. 

2. ^IS TmPEF^AL and JlOYAL ^AJESTY THE 

pERMAN pMPEP^OR AND JCiNQ OF 
J^^I^SSIA. 

3. Jheir j^oYAL Richnesses the J^f^nce 

AND J^f^NCESS OP JVaLES, AND THE 
OTHER y\lEMBERS OF THE J^OYAL 

4. Jhe J^ord y\A.AYOE\^ and Pof\poi\ation 

OF THE pITY OF LONDON, 



MENU. 



Clear Turtle. 

Salmon Mayonnaise, Trout h la Danoise, 

Lobster Salads. 



Lamb Cutlets a la Victoria, 

Quails en Chaud/roid. 
Petites Caisses de Volaille. 
Aspics de Foies-gras. 
Chapons a la Bellevue, Roast Chickens. 

Poulardes en galantine. 
Perigord Pies. Raised Pies. 

RocKt Lamb. Sirloins of Beef , 

Tongues. Hams. 

Jellies^ various, Creamsy various, 

French Pastries. 

Meringues a la Vanille, 

Dessert. 

Strawberries, Pines. Grapes, Peaches, 

Ices, 



Wines. 

Sherry, Claret, Port. Hock. 

Gonzalez & Byass. La Rose. Cockburn's. Marcobrunner. 

Champagne, 
Dry Monopole, Heidsieck & Co. Deutz & Geldermann, Gold Lack . 
Extra Quality, Bellinger & Co. Cuvde R^serv^, Perinet & Fils. 
G. H. Mumm, Carte Blanche. 

RING & BRYMER. 




^be loplna Cup 



I S a splendid feature of the Hall feasts of the City and Inns 
of Court The Cup is filled with spiced wine, immemorially , 
termed * * Sack." I mmediately after the dinner and grace, 
the Host drinks to his visitors a hearty welcome ; the 
Cup is then passed round the table, and each guest, after 
he has drunk, applies his napkin to the mouth of the Cup before 
he passes it to his neighbour. The more formal practice is for the 
person who pledges with the Loving Cup to stand up and bow to his 
neighbour, who, also standing, removes the cover with his right hand, 
and holds it while the other drinks.— <-^. IV. Fatrholt, F,S,A,) 

Some deduce the expression '* I'll pledge you," in drinking, from the 
times when the Danes bore sway in this land. It is ssud to have been 
common with this ferocious people to stab a native in the act of drinking 
with a knife or dagger ; hereupon people would not drink in company 
unless some one present would be their pledge or surety, that they 
should receive no hurt whilst they were in their draught.— (-Sr/WK^j 
Popular Antiquities f vol. ii., p. 223.) 

The story of the assassination of King Edward while drinking, bycom^ 
mand of Elfrida, is <«ometimes quoted in illustration of a practice which 
existed among the Anglo-Saxons. Our forefathers were great drinkers, 
and it was customary with them, in drinking parties, to pass round a 
large cup, from which each in turn drank to some of the company. He 
who thus drank, stood up, and as he lifted the cup with both hands, his 
body was exposed without any defence to a blow, and the occaision was 
often seized by an enemy to murder him. To prevent this, the following 
plan was adopted. When one of the company stood up to drink, he 
required the companion who sat next to him, or some one of the party, 
to be his pledge, and this companion, if he consented, stood up also, 
and raised his drawn sword in his hand to defend him while drinking. — 
(Chambers* Book 0/ Days, vol. i., p. 387.) 




Zbc Ibistorical associations 
of the (5uil&ban. 



Wj*^N the Guildhall the citizens have 
Ig^l^l^ l been accustomed ta assemble, not 
only for the transaction of Elec- 
tions and for other municipal affairs, but 
also, at all periods of history, to discuss 
freely public grievances, and to promote 
the social and political interests of the 
people. If space permitted, many events 
of the deepest public interest connected 
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with the City, and, indeed, with the 
making of English history, could be 
related. Guildhall is famous, also, for 
numerous receptions and entertainments 
accorded to Royal personages — foreign as 
well as English — and to other persons of 
distinction, both in ancient and modern 
times. A mere outline is possible. 

As early as A.D. 1236, Henry III. and 
his Queen Eleanor were entertained on 
their visit to London on the occasion of 
the Queen's Coronation. In 1363, Henry 
Picard, the Mayor, entertained the four 
Kings of England, Scotland, France and 
Cyprus — the three latter being on a visit 
to King Edward III. Richard II. made 
a public entry into the City in 1377, after 
his accession, and was entertained with a 
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pageant in Cheapside. In 1390, King 
Richard II. was entertained at a tourna- 
ment in Smithfield, " at which many 
foreign princes and great ladies were 
present'* In 1396, the citizens went out 
to Blackheath to receive Richard II. and 
his young Queen Isabella of France. In 
141 5, Henry V., returning to London with 
his prisoners, was received by the Mayor, 
and Citizens with great pomp. In 142 1, 
the same King and his Queen were 
entertained on the successful termination 
of the war with France. It was at this 
banquet that Sir Richard Whittington is 
reported to have astonished and delighted 
the King by throwing into the fire bonds 
given by the King of the value of ;^6o,ooo. 
In 1461, Edward IV. was proclaimed King 
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by acclamation of the Citizens at Clerken- 
well. In 1482, this same King was 
entertained by the Mayor and leading 
Citizens at a great hunting party in 
Waltham Forest ; this forest, now termed 
Epping Forest, has been secured by the 
Corporation in modern times for the use 
and enjoyment of the people. In 1485, 
Henry VII., on his entry into London, 
after the victory of Bosworth Field, was 
conducted by the Mayor and Citizens to 
St. Paul's Cathedral, where the King 
'offered three standards/ In 1501, the 
Mayor and Aldermen were entertained 
at a great banquet on the occasion 
of the marriage, in St. Paul's Cathedral, 
of Prince Arthur to the Princess 
Catherine of Arragon. In 1510, King 
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Henry VIII. came into the City on 
St. John's Eve, to witness the " setting of 
the Watch " — the germ of the present City 
Police Force. In 1550, a pageant, extend- 
ing over four days, and crowned with an 
entertainment, was accorded by the 
Citizens to Mary Queen of Scotland and 
Dowager of France. In 1567, the Citizens 
received Queen Elizabeth on her visit to 
the City to open \h^ first Royal Exchange 
an event in which history repeated itself 
when Queen Victoria opened, in 1844, the 
third Royal Exchange after the fire of 
1838. In 1606, a magnificent entertain- 
ment was given to King Christian IV. 
of Denmark and James I. of England, 

It would exceed the present limits to 
recount the very numerous visits of Royalty 

6 
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to the City during the Stuart period ; the 
Merry Monarch, Charles II., dined at the 
Guildhall nine times in the coqrse of his 
reign. On the virtual abdication of 
James II., Guildhall was the place of 
meeting of the Lords of Parliament with 
the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of London, 
when the declaration in favour of the 
assumption of the Royal Authority by 
the Prince of Orange (William III.) was 
agreed to and signed. 

To pass on to modern times. In 1814, 
the Prince Regent with the other Allied 
Sovereigns — the Emperor Alexander I. of 
Russia and the King Frederick William III. 
of Prussia — were sumptuously entertained 
at Guildhall ; and in the same year a 
banquet was accorded to Field-Marshal 



Historical Associations of GuildhalL 19 

the Duke of Wellington. In 1831, the 
members of the Legislature, and others 
who promoted Parliamentary Reform were 
entertained. In 1837, the young Queen 
Victoria was entertained at Guildhall on her 
accession to the throne. In the following 
year the Ambassadors Extraordinary, who 
attended the Queen's coronation, were 
received at a banquet at Guildhall. In 
1 85 1, an entertainment was given to Her 
Majesty and the Prince Consort, on the 
occasion of the opening of the first Inter- 
national Exhibition. In the same year, 
Louis Kossuth, formerly Governor-General 
of Hungary, received an Address. In 
1855, the Emperor and the Empress 
of the French dined at Guildhall. In 
the same year. King Victor Emanuel II. of 

B 2 
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Sardinia was similarly entertained. In 
1857, H.R.H. Prince Frederick William of 
Prussia, afterwards the Crown Prince of 
Germany and father of the PRESENT 
German Emperor, received a resolution 
and address from the Corporation and 
was entertained by them. In 1863, ^ 
Reception, followed by a Ball, was given to 
the Prince and Princess of Wales on the 
occasion of their' marriage. In 1866, 
H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh was 
entertained on the occasion of taking 
up his Freedom of the City. In 1867 
Abdul-Aziz, Sultan of Turkey, was enter- 
tained. In 1871, H.R.H. Prince Arthur 
took up his Freedom, and was entertained. 
In 1873, the Shah of Persia, on his first 
visit to this country, had accorded to him an 
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evening reception, and a further reception 
on his second visit in 1889, In tS/S, the 
Emperor Alexander 11. of Russia was 
presented with an Address in the Guildhall. 
In 1876, H.R.H. the Prince of Wales was 
entertained at a Banquet followed by a Ball, 
on the occasion of his return from his 
Indian Tour. In 1881, the King of the 
Hellenes was also entertained on the 
occasion of his visit to England. 

The International Congress of Hygiene 
was, in 1881, accorded an evening reception 
at Guildhall, and it will be, in like manner, 
entertained on the occasion of the forth- 
coming Congress in August next. 

In the Guildhall a vast number of 
distinguished persons — Naval, Military, 
Diplomatic, Scientific, Philanthropic, Ex- 
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plorers, and otherwise — have been received 
and admitted to the Honorary Freedom 
of the City. The list is too long for 
insertion here. It will be found in London's 
Roll of Fame (Cassell & Co., 1884). 




Siyti? ipcars' proorc£?s in 
tbe Citi?. 



General Survey. 




BUGUSTUS "found Rome brick 
and left it marble." Certainly 
the metamorphosis of the City of 
London during the last sixty years is not 
less remarkable than that which is asso- 
ciated with the Augustan age of the 
" Queen City of the World." It is true 
the public buildings do not show much 
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marble externally, and it is equally true 
that the atmosphere would be fatal to its 
beauty. The parallel holds good in the 
substitution of wide and convenient 
thoroughfares for narrow streets, and 
commercial and other buildings, which 
may not unfitly be termed palatial, for old, 
inconvenient, and often squalid houses. 
These changes have been brought about by 
several circumstances, chief of which are 
the rapid growth of the City to the posi- 
tion of the greatest emporium in the 
world, and the public spirit and liberality 
of the ruling body, the Corporation. Some 
of the improvements have been carried out 
with money raised by rates, land in this 
connection may be mentioned the Com- 
mission of Sewers, which has made the 
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City one of the healthiest places in the 
Empire; in very many cases the works 
have been undertaken wholly by the Cor- 
poration put of its own estate, in other 
cases they have been largely assisted by 
funds provided by Parliament. 

To mention in detail all the improve- 
ments and public works which have been 
effected would be to traverse nearly the 
entire City. It must suffice to refer to a 
few only, effected within the last sixty 
years. 



* 



Public Works and Improvements. 




[|HE New London Bridge has 
been erected, and its approaches, 
on both sides of the Thames 
have been formed at a cost of over 
;f 1,500,000. The Royal Exchange has 
been re-erected on an enlarged site, after 
its destruction by fire in 1838, at a cost 
(partly contributed by the Mercers* Com- 
pany) of nearly ;^soo,ooo. Great Public 
Markets for cattle, meat, poultry, fish, 
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fruit, and vegetables, have been provided 
or re-erected at an outlay of over 
;^3,25o,ooo. Blackfriars Bridge has 
been re-erected, and SOUTHWARK Bridge 
purchased, while a new high-level bridge 
at the Tower is now in course of erec- 
tion. These bridges will involve a total 
outlay of over one and one-third million. 
The NEW Cannon Street and the 
Holborn Valley Viaduct improve- 
ments have involved an outlay of about 
;^2,oco,ooo. Open Spaces in the vicinity 
of London have been acquired for the 
enjoyment of the people, at Epping 
Forest, Burnham Beeches, and elsewhere, 
to the extent of over 6,400 acres. A 
great variety of minor improvements and 
public works, including dwellings for the 
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labouring poor, effected within the same 
period, will bring up the total outlay on 
these objects to an amount exceeding ten 
millions. 





Education and Benevolence, 




NDER an ancient bequest o\ 
John Carpenter, formerly Town 
Clerk of the City, four boys were 
clothed and educated up to about 55 years 
since. At that date the Corporation, 
finding that the property, assumed to be 
the Carpenter Estate, had much increased 
in value, founded the City of London 
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School, thus providing education for 400 
boys on the site of an ancient Market 
near to Cheapside. 

The School prospered greatly, and was 
removed in 1882 to a larger and more 
convenient site on the Thames Embank- 
ment, Blackfriars, whereon was erected a 
building which was opened by His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales, in December 
1882. There are now 690 boys in the 
School, which possesses 52 Scholarships, 
at an aggregate value of ;^ 1,704 per annum. 
The Corporation has, in addition to the 
grant of a valuable site, expended over 
;^iii,ooo on the building, and also applies 
a considerable sum, yearly, in support of 
the School over and above the original 
endowment. 
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The most recently founded educational 
establishment in connection with the 
Corporation is the GUILDHALL SCHOOL 
of Music, which, from small beginnings, 
has grown into an important Institu- 
tion, the advantages of which are 
extended to, and even beyond, the 
'Metropolitan area. There are on the 
register 3,450 pupils, instructed by 113 
professors. The Corporation erected the 
School buildings on the Thames Em- 
bankment at a cost of ;^25,930, and 
contributes about ;^i,ioo a-year to the 
cost. of the School. 

A school for Orphans of Freemen 

has been founded at Brixton by the 

Corporation, and it contributes in support 

of the School, over and above the 

c 
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endowment, about ;^4,cxx) a year. 142 
boys and girls are at present educated. 

TECHNrcAL Education, particularly in 
connection with the City and Guilds of 
London Institute, has received from time 
to time very substantial support from 
the Corporation. 

As it regards BENEVOLENCE, it may 
be said that there are few of the 
deserving charities of the Metropolis 
which have not been aided by grants ; 
while hardly a great calamity occurs at 
home or abroad — whether by fire, flood, 
pestilence, or famine — that is not assuaged 
by timely help from Guildhall. Alms- 
houses are also maintained for the 
necessitous. 

In addition to votes by the Corporation 
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for charitable objects, it is well known that 
the Mansion House is the headquarters of 
great charitable appeals made to the whole 
nation. 



^ 



^ 




The Guildhall Library^ Museum 
and Art Gallery. 




jN ancient library existed at Guild- 
hall, founded by Sir Richard 
Whittington "thrice (and once) 
Lord Mayor of London." It was, however, 
of a restricted character, and the major 
portion of the books was " borrowed " by 
the Lord Protector Somerset. The Cor- 
poration, in the present century, appointed 
a Library Committee, and originated a 
Library, which grew until it became 
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necessary to erect a building for its contents 
upon a grander scale. The present mag- 
nificent Free Library, with a Museum in 
the basement, was opened in 1873. The 
site and building were provided by the 
Corporation at a cost of about ;^ 100,000. 
The Library comprises about 70,000 
volumes, some of them very choice and 
rare ; it is rich in topography, and par- 
ticularly that of London. There were 
335,000 visitors last year to the Library, 
Reading Room and Museum. In 1886, 
the Corporation originated an Art Gal- 
lery, at Guildhall, which already contains 
many valuable works of painting and 
sculpture, acquired by gift or purchase. 



Corporation Archives. 



The Corporation has, at all periods of its 
history, jealously preserved its records of 
proceedings. In its muniment rooms at 
Guildhall are contained archives extend- 
ing over seven centuries, which have been, 
in recent years, arranged and indexed for 
convenience of reference. It publishes 
from time to time, under the direction of 
its Library Committee, volumes of extracts 
from such archives, for public information. 
The Corporation has, also, scrupulously 
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preserved records of the ACCOUNTS by 
its Chamberlains, of the receipt and ex- 
penditure of its Estate. It possesses a 
series of such volumes, signed by the 
auditors, for 258 years, from A.D. 1633 to 
1890, in perfect preservation, in full detail, 
and without a break. The volumes earlier 
than 1633 were destroyed in the Fire of 
London, with the exception of a few 
relating to the Tudor period. The Cor- 
poration has printed and published its 
accounts in abstract for 107 years. 



Wit 




Bridges over the Thames. 



SpmllTHIN the period to which these 
L»™ remarks apply LONDON BRIDGE 
has been rebuilt of greater width 
and on a higher level than the old bridge, 
while entirely new approaches, including 
King William Street and Moorgate Street, 
have been formed by the Corporation at a 
cost of about ;^ 1, 500,000. The new bridge 
was opened in 1832, by His Majesty King 
William the Fourth and Queen Adelaide. 
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The increasing flow of traffic into the 
City daily rendered it necessary, in 1865, 
to remove the toll upon SOUTHWARK 
Bridge ; the Corporation consequently 
purchased that bridge of its proprietors at 
a cost of about ;£ 2 19,000, and threw 
it open to the Public free of toll. Black- 
FRIARS Bridge, in 1850, showing signs of 
settlement, the Corporation re-erected it 
on a wider scale, from designs of Mr. 
Joseph Cubitt, at an outlay of about 
;^40i,ooo. It was opened by Her Majesty 
the Queen on 6th November, 1869, and 
on the same day she opened the Holborn 
Viaduct, elsewhere referred to. 

In order to afford efficient relief to 
the congested traffic eastward of London 
Bridge, the Corporation, in 1885, obtained 
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an Act for the erection of the TowER 
Bridge, which is now in progress. It 
was designed by the late Sir Horace 
Jones, in conjunction with Mr. Wolff- 
Barry, on the bascule principle. The 
centre span will open upwards by 
means of hydraulic power, so that 
passing vessels will have an un- 
obstructed way \ foot passengers, while 
the bridge is temporarily closed, will be 
able to cross on a higher level. This 
bridge, constructed mainly by Mr. Arrol, 
of the Forth Bridge celebrity, is approach- 
ing completion, and, saving accidents, 
may be opened in the course of a year. 
Its cost, with approaches, will exceed 
three-quarters of a million. 

In conjunction with the subject of 
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Thames Bridges, it may further be 
noticed that the Corporation, co-operating 
with the late Metropolitan Board of Works, 
freed from tolls the bridges at Kew, 
Kingston, Hampton Court, Walton and 
Staines ; also two bridges on the Lea. 



fSy' 




The City and Metropolitan Markets. 



SprallTHIN the period under review 
L»ffl the whole of the Markets under 
the jurisdiction of the Corporation 
have been either erected, .or re-erected on 
a larger scale. Fleet Market, in- 
conveniently situate near to the site of the 
present Ludgate Circus, was abolished in 
1829, and Farringdon Market erected 
in its place, at a cost, including the con- 
struction of Farringdon Street, of ;^2 50,000. 
Farringdon Market, in its turn, will be dis- 
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marketed on the completion of the NEW 
Fruit and Vegetable Market now in 
process of construction. 

The ancient BILLINGSGATE MARKET, 
for the sale of Fish, has been more than 
once enlarged ; a spacious addition to it 
was, in 1872, constructed at a cost of about 
£272,000, and, in order to give a better 
approach to it, a new street has been 
recently provided. The great Live-stock 
Market at SMiTHFlELDhas been abolished 
and on its site extensive CENTRAL 
Markets for meat, poultr}'', fish, fruit, 
vegetables, &c., have been erected, on a 
vast scale, at a cost of One Million and 
Three-quarters. The Smithfield Market, 
for Cattle, was removed in 1855, to the 
Metropolitan Market at Islington, 
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which was opened by the late Prince 
Consort. 

The Foreign Cattle Market at 
Deptford has since been founded at a' 
cost of about ;£'38o,ooo. Leadenhall 
Market, for the sale of general pro- 
visions, has been rebuilt and extended. 
From a Report recently presented by the 
Markets' Committee, the following figures, 
relating to the year 1890, are derived. 
At Billingsgate 128,840 tons of fish were 
delivered At the Central Markets, 
299,730 tons of meat and provisions were 
brought to market ; while, at the Metro- 
politan Cattle Market, 882,760 animals ; 
and at the Foreign Cattle Market, 
306,878 animals were brought for sale. 
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The Holborn Viaduct Improvement. 



BMONG the improvements carried 
out by the Corporation in recent 
years, this is perhaps the most im- 
portant. About 27 years ago, between 
Newgate Street and Holborn there were 
steep inclines on either side of the Valley of 
the Fleet. Vehicular heavy traffic was almost 
impracticable, and foot passengers between 
the City and the North-western portions 
of the Metropolis found either of 
these inclines a real '' Hill difficulty." 
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Various plans for remedying this state of 
things were proposed ; at length it was 
resolved by the Corporation to span the 
Fleet Valley by a Viaduct, and to raise the 
gradients of certain surrounding streets to 
the Viaduct level. The works commenced 
early in 1863, and extended over a period 
of six years. The Viaduct was opened by 
Her Majesty the Queen in 1869, o^ ^^e 
same day as she inaugurated the new 
Blackfriars Bridge. This Viaduct improve- 
ment has been carried out at a cost of 
^1,571,000; the Corporation has been 
left with a charge on its estates of 
about ;^3 50,000, the excess of the sum 
provided by Parliament. 




open Spaces for the Recreation and 
Enjoyment of the People. 



BfBgqURING the last quarter of a 
Ip>BM century, the Corporation has 
vigorously taken up the question 
of tke preservation or acquisition of open 
spaces near to the Metropolis for the use 
and enjoyment of the people for all time. 
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The most extensive of these public pleasure 
grounds is EPPING FOREST, or more tech- 
nically speaking, the * Forest of Waltham.* 
Prior to 1871, extensive encroachments had 
been made upon the Forest ; the Crown 
was disposing of its rights of hunting, 
magnificent timber was marked for sale, 
and Lords of the several Manors, having 
settled with the Crown, were portioning 
out the Forest between them. At this 
juncture, the Honourable Cowper Temple 
obtained a Vote of the House of Commons 
to stay the sale of Crown rights ; and Mr. 
Deputy John T Bedford carried a Resolu- 
tion in the Court of Common Council, for 
the reference to a Committee to confer with 
H.M. Government, to ascertain on what 
terms and conditions the Forest could be 
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saved for purposes of health and recrea- 
tion. Hereupon ensued an agitation 
involving costly litigation with no less 
than twelve Lords of Manors on the 
Forest, which extended over some eleven 
yeajrs. In the result the Corporation 
was entirely successful, but at a cost 
for legal expenses alone of ;f 3 5,000. 
This recreation ground is especially 
valuable to the workers of the East End 
of London; it consists of about 5,374 
acres (including Higham Hill Estate of 
2^\ acres, recently acquired), containing 
many beautiful walks and drives, and 
several lakes. Her Majesty the Queen 
graciously dedicated the Forest to the 
people in 1882. Wanstead Park, 
adjoining the Forest, and consisting of 
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about 182 acres, has also been secured 
by the Corporation. West Ham Park 
— J 7 acres — was purchased for ;£" 14,000, 
of which ;f4,ooo was provided by pubh'c 
subscription. The BURNHAM BEECHES 
Estate, near Slough, a wild woodland 
tract of 375 acres, with timber of almost 
unique beauty, was rescued by the Corpor- 
ation from sale and spoliation ; four 
beautiful commons in Surrey, viz. : — 
COULSDON, Kenley, Riddlesdown, and 
Farthingdown, comprising 347 acres, 
were also acquired by purchase. The 
Corporation became trustee for the people, 
on the occasion of HiGHGATE WOOD 
and the Queen's Park at Kilburn, 
99 acres, being made over by the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners. These open 
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spaces, in all about 6,454 acres, have 
been obtained at a cost (exclusive of 
law charges and maintenance), of over 
;f 340,000. 



"*' 




Navigation and Sanitation of the 
Thames. 



Wra|ETWEEN the years 1774 and 
HI^^j I 1857 the Corporation, who were 
Conservators of the Thames, 
created and improved, at a cost of over 
;£'2oo,ooo,the Navigation of the Thames 
between London and Staines. The locks 
from Teddington upwards, formed for the 
convenience of the heavy barge traffic, are 
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now utilized mainly by the pleasure traffic 
of boats and steam launches. In the 
latter year the powers of the Corporation 
were passed over to the present Board 
of Conservancy ; but about eighteen years 
since the civic body was charged by Parlia- 
ment with the Sanitary oversight of the 
Port of London, extending from Tedding- 
ton Lock to the mouth of the Thames. 
By these powers, any disease which might 
visit London from infected countries and 
possibly spread to the provinces is 
arrested. Structural and other altera- 
tions, conducive to health on board vessels, 
are ordered where needful ; unwholesome 
cargoes are condemned, and cases of 
infectious disease arriving on the river 
are removed to the Port Sanitary 
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Hospital near to Gravesend (erected by 
the Corporation), or to other establish- 
ments, while the vessels are disinfected. 
Many thousands of ships are inspected 
annually, and it is to this constant 
supervision that London is largely in- 
debted for its immunity from cholera 
and other scourges in recent years. 
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